
5.10 English Language Learners (ELL) Policy

The Governing Board of KC International Academy adopts the following policy effective on that date that
the policy is adopted by the Board.

DESE and LEAs share an obligation to ensure that their English Language Learner (ELL) programs and
activities comply with the civil rights laws and applicable grant requirements. Title VI prohibits recipients
of Federal financial assistance, including DESE and LEAs, from discriminating on the basis of race,
color, or national origin. Title VI’s prohibition on national origin discrimination requires DESE and LEAs to
take “affirmative steps” to address language barriers so that ELL students may participate meaningfully
in schools’ educational programs.

Definitions:

The term “Limited English Proficient,” (LEP) when used with respect to an individual, means an
individual —

(A) who is aged 3 through 21;

(B) who is enrolled or preparing to enroll in an elementary school or secondary school;

(C) (i) who was not born in the United States or whose native language is a language other than
English;

(ii) (I) who is a Native American or Alaska Native, or a native resident of the outlying areas;

and

(II) who comes from an environment where a language other than English has had a
significant impact on the individual's level of English language proficiency; or

(iii) who is migratory, whose native language is a language other than English, and who
comes from an environment where a language other than English is dominant; and

(D) whose difficulties in speaking, reading, writing, or understanding the English language may
be sufficient to deny the individual —

(i) the ability to meet the State's proficient level of achievement on State assessments
described in section 1111(b)(3);

(ii) the ability to successfully achieve in classrooms where the language of instruction is
English; or

(iii) the opportunity to participate fully in society.

“English for Speakers of Other Languages” (ESOL) are programs that teach language skills to
students from non-English-speaking backgrounds.

“English Language Learners” (ELLs) are speakers of other languages who are in the process of
learning English. This abbreviation may be used to indicate LEP students.

A “migratory” child is defined as a child who is, or whose parent or spouse is, a migratory agricultural
worker (including migratory dairy workers and migratory fishers). In order to obtain temporary or



seasonal employment in agricultural or fishing work during the preceding 36 months (or to accompany
a parent or spouse for such a purpose), a migratory child is someone:

(1) who has moved from one school district to another

(2) who has moved from one administrative area to another in a state that is comprised of a
single school district

(3) who resides in a school district of more than 15,000 square miles and who migrates a
distance of 20 miles or more to a temporary residence in order to engage in fishing activities.

The LEA’s coordinator for ELL programs is the Director of Curriculum and Instruction.

The Board directs the ELL coordinator to develop and implement language instruction programs that:

(1) Identify English Language Learner (ELL) students through the use of a home language survey
OR by including home language questions on the school enrollment form. The same
assessment methods must be used on all students. If using an enrollment form, the questions
should include at least the following:

Do you use a language other than English?

Is a language other than English used at home?

The __________________ (school supervisor title) will develop procedures to ensure that all new
and currently enrolled students complete the home language survey or an annual enrollment
form, as applicable.

(2) Assess for English proficiency any student who indicates the use of a language other than
English, using a DESE-approved assessment instrument.

(3) Determine the appropriate instructional environment for ELL students.

LEAs are responsible for providing an English language instruction educational program that
increases the English proficiency and academic performance of all ELL students. The curriculum
used must be tied to scientifically based research on teaching ELL students and must have
demonstrated effectiveness.

(4) Annually assess the English proficiency of ELL students and monitor the progress of students
receiving English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) or bilingual instruction in order to
determine their readiness for classrooms not tailored to ELL students.

(5) Provide parents with notice of and information regarding the English language instruction
educational program as required by law. To the extent practicable, the notice and information
should be in a language that the parent can understand. Parental involvement will be encouraged
and parents will be regularly apprised of their child's progress.


